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Era 2: “Onto the National Stage”
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Era 3: “A Changing of the Guard”
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Era 4: “Assembling, Amplifying, and Ascending”
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 1.	 Men and women at voting poll, Oliver and Henry Streets,  
	New York City, 1922  
	image courtesy of library of congress

 Group of women holding banners reading “Votes for Women” in 	2.	
	front of porch; other people in front of and on porch, 1912  
	image courtesy of library of congress

Margaret Speaks, daughter of Representative John C. Speaks 	3.	
	of Ohio, sells peanuts to Representative Edith N. Rogers of  
	Massachusetts and Massachusetts Senator Frederick H. Gillett 	
	( former Speaker of the House) at the 1926 baseball game between 	
	congressional Democrats and Republicans.  
	image courtesy of library of congress

 Jeannette Rankin of Montana, a suffragist and peace activist, and  4.	
	the first woman to serve in Congress, delivers her first full speech 	
	on the House Floor on August 7, 1917. Rankin addressed the need 	
	for federal intervention in copper mining during a period of unrest 	
	between labor unions and mining companies.  
image courtesy of the center for legislative archives, national 	
archives and records administration 

 The women of the 71st Congress (1929–1931) pose on the  5.	
Capitol steps. From left to right they are: ( front row) Pearl 		
Oldfield of Arkansas, Edith Nourse Rogers of Massachusetts, 	
Ruth Baker Pratt of New York, and Ruth Hanna McCormick of 	
Illinois; (back row) Ruth Bryan Owen of Florida, Mary Norton 	
of New Jersey, and Florence Kahn of California.   
image courtesy of the library of congress 

 Senators Joseph T. Robinson ( far left) and Hattie W. Caraway 6.	
of Arkansas at the June 1936 Democratic National Convention 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, at which President Franklin 
Roosevelt was nominated to a second term. Caraway was a 
supporter of the Roosevelt administration's New Deal economic 
recovery programs, many of which benefited constituents in her 
agriculuture-based state. 
image courtesy of the national archives and records  
administrations

 A World War II recruiting poster for the Women’s Army Corp 7.	
(WAC). Legislation authored by Congresswoman Edith Nourse 
Rogers created the WAC shortly after America entered World 
War II. In the Army and other military branches, women took on 
important assignments, among them roles as support staff, nurses, 
and pilots.  
Image courtesy of the Library of Congress

Congresswoman Helen Gahagan Douglas of California addresses 8.	
the 1945 World Youth Rally in New York City. Douglas, elected 
in the fall of 1944, was a staunch internationalist and an advocate 
for the creation of the United Nations Organization.   
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records 
Administration 
 
 
 

Women of the 83rd Congress (1953–1955).  Seated, from left: 9.	
Vera Buchanan of Pennsylvania, Leonor Sullivan of Missouri, 
Margaret Chase Smith of Maine, Marguerite Church of Illinois,  
Gracie Pfost  of Idaho. Standing, from left: Edith Nourse Rogers 
of Massachusetts, Frances P. Bolton of Ohio, Ruth Thompson of 
Michigan, Cecil Harden of Indiana, Maude Kee of West Virginia, 
and Elizabeth St. George of New York.   
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records 
Administration	

Accompanied by U.S. Marine officers, Senator Margaret 10.	
Chase Smith tours a U.S. military facility. Smith was the 
first woman to serve on the Armed Services Committee in 
both the House and the Senate. 
 Image courtesy of the Library of Congress

	Congresswomen of the 89th Congress (1965–1967):(standing, 11.	
from left) Florence Dwyer of New Jersey, Martha Griffiths of 
Michigan, Edith Green of Oregon, Patsy Mink of Hawaii, Leonor 
Sullivan of Missouri, Julia Hansen of Washington, Catherine 
May of Washington, Edna Kelly of New York, and Charlotte 
Reid of Illinois(seated, from left) Maurine Neuberger of Oregon, 
Frances Bolton of Ohio, and Margaret Chase Smith of Maine.   
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records 
Administration

Lera Thomas of Texas, who succeeded her late husband, Albert 12.	
Thomas, for the remainder of his term in the 89th Congress 
(1965–1967), meets with President Lyndon B. Johnson in 
this White House photo. Albert Thomas was one of President 
Johnson’s close political allies. Lera Thomas continued many of 
her husband’s legislative programs and inspected U.S. efforts in 
Vietnam during a six-week tour.   
Image courtesy of the LBJ Library/National Archives and 
Records Administration

Congresswoman Martha Griffiths of Michigan stands outside 13.	
the House wing of the Capitol shortly after the House passed the 
Equal Rights Amendment in August 1970. Griffiths used a long-
shot parliamentary maneuver to dislodge ERA from the Judiciary 
Committee, where it had languished for years. Eventually, 
ERA passed the Senate and went to the states for ratification in 
1972, where it failed to muster the necessary support to become a 
constitutional amendment.  
Image courtesy of the Library of Congress

	Judiciary Committee member Barbara Jordan of Texas was 14.	
a freshman when the House began impeachment inquiries 
against President Richard M. Nixon in 1974, at the height 
of the Watergate Scandal. Television coverage of committee 
proceedings—which included her statements about the 
constitutional gravity of the crisis—instantly made Representative 
Jordan a national figure. Here, she is shown during Judiciary 
Committee proceedings.  
Image courtesy of Texas Christian University, Barbara Jordan 
Collection
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President Gerald R. Ford signs a proclamation marking 15.	
Women’s Equality Day on August 26, 1974. Present are a group 
of Congresswomen: ( from left) Yvonne Burke of California, 
Barbara Jordan of Texas, Elizabeth Holtzman of New York, 
Marjorie Holt of Maryland, Martha Keys of Kansas, Patricia 
Schroeder of Colorado, Cardiss Collins of Illinois, and Lindy 
Boggs of Louisiana.  
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records 
Administration 

Women’s Liberation march in Washington, D.C.,  16.	
August 26, 1970.  
Image courtesy of Library of Congress

Women protesting against the Equal Rights Amendment, 17.	
February 4, 1977  
Image courtesy of the Library of Congress

(From left) Marilyn Lloyd, Tennessee; Martha Keys, Kansas; 18.	
Patricia Schroeder, Colorado; Margaret Heckler, Massachusetts; 
Virginia Smith, Nebraska; Helen Meyner, New Jersey; and 
Marjorie Holt, Maryland, in 1978 in the Congresswomen’s 
Suite in the Capitol—now known as the Lindy Claiborne Boggs 
Congressional Reading Room. Schroeder and Heckler co-chaired 
the Congresswomen’s Caucus, which met here in its early years. 
Image courtesy of the United States Capitol Historical Society


