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So, I'm basically, checking all the traps, checking the cameras, trying to bump into leadership. Is 
anybody hearing anything? And at some point, I wound up–and I should say, at this, 
somewhere between like 9:00 and 9:30, they had not yet called for an evacuation of the Capitol, 
so we were still allowed to roam around, and I must have been outside the House steps, again, 
trying to find anybody who knows anything, and I looked over my shoulder, and I saw black, 
billowing smoke coming up, and I thought it was, all I knew was, it was over near like 395, black, 
billowing smoke. It sort of looked to me like a tanker truck maybe had exploded. I didn't know if 
that was related, or not related, to what was happening in New York, but in any case, I called 
my assignment desk, and told them, I said, “I don't know if this means anything, but there's 
black smoke coming up from 395,” and I didn't know it was the Pentagon, but at some point 
thereafter, we identified, not me, other people, that the Pentagon had been hit by the third flight. 
I quickly went back inside the building, and got one of my camera guys, Rick Cockerham, and 
we went to the House Radio-Television Gallery. They have a thing called the small studio, and 
where interviews normally take place, but this small studio has a window, facing out toward the 
Pentagon, and the great thing about the small studio is you can plug in there, and be live. So, 
we pointed the camera out the window, plugged in live, and provided the network with live video 
of the smoke coming up from the Pentagon. Now again, I didn't know if it was the Pentagon, 
somebody determined that later. As I mentioned, you know, we don't have the big picture a lot 
of the times. I'm just giving my network live smoke, and I don't know if this is plane number 
three. I didn't know if it was a bomb, etcetera. You just giving people elements, and smarter 
people back in the bureau are piecing it all together. I do remember, while we were providing 
that live signal, of the smoke from the Pentagon, must have come over the loud speakers, but 
all the Capitol Hill Police started coming through, telling us we had to evacuate, had to get out of 
the building, and I had my TV producer hat on. I didn't really want to leave the building, because 
I have this live picture. 
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