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Title Records of the Joint Committee on Defense Production
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Biographical/Historical note

Rising wages and prices during the Korean War caused serious economic difficulties within the United
States. In an effort to expand production and insure economic stability, the Defense Production Act of
1950 (Public Law 81-774) authorized governmental activities in various areas, including requisition of
property for national defense, expansion of productive capacity and supply, wage and price stabilization,
settlement of labor disputes, control of consumer and real estate credit, and establishment of contract
priorities and materials allocation designed to aid the national defense. Under section 712, the Joint
Committee on Defense Production was established to serve as a "watchdog" over federal agencies
administering the various programs authorized by the act. The members of the committee were drawn
from the Senate and House Committees on Banking and Currency.

The committee undertook continuing studies and reviews of progress achieved under the various
programs established by the Defense Production Act. It received quarterly reports from each department
or agency performing functions under the act, as well as a summary of yearly activities for inclusion in
the committee's annual report of the committee to Congress. The agency reports provided information
regarding authorities and responsibilities, progress and problems of current defense programs, future
objectives, mobilization readiness, cooperation with small business, advisory committees, and related
matters. Committee staff reviewed the reports and undertook interviews in the departments. The
committee held hearings on programs, activities, and problems, and it monitored expenditures of funds
authorized by the act to purchase materials to expand supplies of strategic and critical materials and to
provide loans to private enterprises for capital expansion or the production of essential materials. By the
mid-1950s, the focus of the committee had changed from mobilization activities to preparation for future
emergencies.

Scope and Contents note

The records of the Joint Committee on Defense Production include legislative oversight records related
to machine tools, transportation, rationing, the borrowing authority, and stockpiles, and consist of
correspondence, memoranda, reports to the committee, executive orders, staff reports and summaries, and
printed materials used for reference purposes. There is also a classified subject file that includes reports,
memoranda, correspondence, and commodity fact sheets and inventories.
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Publication Information

Center for Legislative Archives, National Archives and Records Administration

Conditions Governing Access note

The records are governed by Rule VII(3)b of the House Rules:

(b) (1) A record shall immediately be made available if it was previously made available for public use
by the House or a committee or a subcommittee. (2) An investigative record that contains personal data
relating to a specific living person (the disclosure of which would be an unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy), an administrative record relating to personnel, or a record relating to a hearing that was closed
under clause 2(g)(2) of rule XI shall be made available if it has been in existence for 50 years. (3) A
record for which a time, schedule, or condition for availability is specified by order of the House shall
be made available in accordance with that order. Except as otherwise provided by order of the House,
a record of a committee for which a time, schedule, or condition for availability is specified by order of
the committee (entered during the Congress in which the record is made or acquired by the committee)
shall be made available in accordance with the order of the committee. (4) A record (other than a record
referred to in subparagraph (1), (2), or (3)) shall be made available if it has been in existence for 30 years.


