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Summary Information

Repository Center for Legidlative Archives, National Archives and Records
Administration
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Date [inclusive] 1965-1967

Extent Amount unknown

Language English
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Biographical/Historical note

The Employment Act of 1946 (Public Law 79-304) reflected both the lingering wounds of the Great
Depression and the confident aspirations of the immediate postwar era. Section 2 declared it to be "the
continuing policy and responsibility of the Federal Government to use all practicable means. . . for the
purpose of creating and maintaining . . . conditions under which there will be afforded useful employment
opportunities.. . . for those able, willing, and seeking to work, and to promote maximum employment,
production, and purchasing power.” To achieve this policy, section 3 required the President to send
Congress an annual report reviewing the economic program of the Federal Government and current
conditions in the Nation, and outlining a program for implementing the policy proclaimed in section 2.

Section 5 of the act established the Joint Committee on the Economic Report, now known as the Joint
Economic Committee. The committee's functions were outlined in the Employment Act and included
studying the economic report, exploring means of coordinating programs to further the government's
policy regarding employment, and providing guidance to congressional committees on the economic
report. In short, the mandate enabled the committee to consider and make recommendations on the whole
range of economic policy. Over the years, the committee provided facts and analyses to Congress on
developing economic trends, offered advice regarding the mix of public and private policies most likely
to achieve full employment, and issued annual reports to assist committees in dealing with legislation
relating to the President's economic report.

Scope and Contents note

The records of the Joint Economic Committee include correspondence among committee members

and staff, with other Members of Congress, and with interested citizens. For the years 1965 to 1968,
thereisachronological file of outgoing letters, staff reports, and press releases. Other records of the
committee include memoranda and speeches of committee members and staff, and information on
committee activities. There are assorted materials relating to the February 1966 symposium held to honor
the 20th anniversary of the Employment Act of 1946, as well as correspondence, memoranda, magazines,
statements, charts, and press releases concerning the annual report of 1967.

Administrative | nformation
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Publication I nfor mation

Center for Legidative Archives, National Archives and Records Administration

Conditions Gover ning Access note
The records are governed by Rule VI1I(3)b of the House Rules:

(b) (1) A record shall immediately be made available if it was previously made available for public use
by the House or a committee or a subcommittee. (2) An investigative record that contains personal data
relating to a specific living person (the disclosure of which would be an unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy), an administrative record relating to personnel, or arecord relating to a hearing that was closed
under clause 2(g)(2) of rule XI shall be made availableif it has been in existence for 50 years. (3) A
record for which atime, schedule, or condition for availability is specified by order of the House shall

be made available in accordance with that order. Except as otherwise provided by order of the House,
arecord of acommittee for which atime, schedule, or condition for availability is specified by order of
the committee (entered during the Congress in which the record is made or acquired by the committee)
shall be made available in accordance with the order of the committee. (4) A record (other than arecord
referred to in subparagraph (1), (2), or (3)) shall be made available if it has been in existence for 30 years.
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