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Summary Information

Repository Center for Legidlative Archives, National Archives and Records
Administration

Title Select Committee Pursuant to House Resolution 1, 90th Congress, 1st
session (1967)

Date [inclusive] 1967-1969

Extent Amount unknown

Language English
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Biographical/Historical note

During 1965 and 1966 (89th Cong.), Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., of the 18th Congressional District of
New Y ork, chairman of the House Committee on Education and L abor, became the target of widespread
congressional and public criticism for contemptuous conduct toward the courts of New Y ork and
misconduct in office. There were charges that Powell misused both travel funds and his clerk-hire
authority. A special subcommittee of the Committee on House Administration investigated these charges.

Powell was reelected to the 90th Congress by alarge majority of his constituency in November 1966.
Before the organization of the 90th Congress, however, the caucus of Democrat Members-elect voted

to remove Powell from his chairmanship. When it met on January 10, 1967, Congress adopted H.Res.

1, barring Powell from being sworn in and seated in the 90th Congress pending the report of a special
committee investigation and House determination. Emanuel Celler of New Y ork was appointed chairman
of the committee.

The committee held hearings in February. Powell was present only on the first day and declined to
testify. The committee had access to the hearings, exhibits, and report of the subcommittee investigation
during the previous Congress. Audits of expenditures of the Committee on Education and Labor and
investigations of New Y ork court records and other sources were undertaken by the select committee.
The select committee presented its report on February 23, 1967, recommending that Powell be swornin
as aMember of the 90th Congress, then immediately censured before the bar of the House, fined, and
stripped of his seniority. If Powell failed to appear to take the oath of office by March 13, the seat should
be declared vacant.

Administrative I nformation

Publication I nfor mation

Center for Legislative Archives, National Archives and Records Administration

Conditions Gover ning Access note
The records are governed by Rule V1I(3)b of the House Rules:

(b) (1) A record shal immediately be made available if it was previously made available for public use
by the House or a committee or a subcommittee. (2) An investigative record that contains personal data
relating to a specific living person (the disclosure of which would be an unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy), an administrative record relating to personnel, or arecord relating to a hearing that was closed
under clause 2(g)(2) of rule XI shall be made availableif it has been in existence for 50 years. (3) A
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record for which atime, schedule, or condition for availability is specified by order of the House shall

be made available in accordance with that order. Except as otherwise provided by order of the House,
arecord of acommittee for which atime, schedule, or condition for availability is specified by order of
the committee (entered during the Congress in which the record is made or acquired by the committee)
shall be made available in accordance with the order of the committee. (4) A record (other than arecord
referred to in subparagraph (1), (2), or (3)) shall be made available if it has been in existence for 30 years.
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