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Summary Information

Repository Center for Legidlative Archives, National Archives and Records
Administration

Title Records of the Committee on Veterans Affairs

Date[inclusive] 1967-1969

Extent Amount unknown

Language English
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Biographical/Historical note

The Committee on Veterans' Affairs was established under the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946;
its jurisdiction included the subjects that had been referred to the committees on World War Veterans
Legidation, Pensions, and Invalid Pensions before they were abolished by the Act. The creation of the
Veterans Affairs Committee brought all veterans' legislation into the consideration of one committee.
Prior to the consolidation of committees under the 1946 reorganization, the dispersal of responsibility
for veterans affairs among the several committees caused concern as to the fairness and equality of
treatment. The formal jurisdiction of the Veterans Affairs Committee includes matters relating to:
Veterans measures generally; compensation, vocational rehabilitation, and education of veterans; life
insurance issued by the government on account of servicein the armed forces; pensions of all the wars of
the United States, general and special; readjustment of servicemen to civil life; soldiers and sailors civil
relief; veterans hospitals, medical care, and treatment of veterans.

Scope and Contents note

The records of the Committee on Veterans' Affairs contain no minute books, docket books, or bill files
at the National Archives. The activities of the committee and its relationships with constituents, interest
groups, and the agencies in its jurisdiction are documented, however, in the petitions and memorials
received by the committee and in large correspondence files that have been preserved. During most of
the period between 1946 and 1968 the committee had standing subcommittees on education and training,
hospitals, housing, insurance, and compensation and pensions, as well as other short-lived select and
standing subcommittees. No subcommittee records are in the National Archives at thistime.

Administrative Information

Publication I nfor mation

Center for Legidlative Archives, National Archives and Records Administration

Conditions Gover ning Access hote

The records are governed by Rule V1I(3)b of the House Rules:
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(b) (1) A record shall immediately be made available if it was previously made available for public use
by the House or a committee or a subcommittee. (2) An investigative record that contains personal data
relating to a specific living person (the disclosure of which would be an unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy), an administrative record relating to personnel, or arecord relating to a hearing that was closed
under clause 2(g)(2) of rule XI shall be made availableif it has been in existence for 50 years. (3) A
record for which atime, schedule, or condition for availability is specified by order of the House shall

be made available in accordance with that order. Except as otherwise provided by order of the House,
arecord of acommittee for which atime, schedule, or condition for availability is specified by order of
the committee (entered during the Congress in which the record is made or acquired by the committee)
shall be made available in accordance with the order of the committee. (4) A record (other than arecord
referred to in subparagraph (1), (2), or (3)) shall be made available if it has been in existence for 30 years.
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Collection Inventory

Committee Papers 1967-1969

Scope and Contents note

The activities of the Committee on Veterans Affairs are well documented in the committee papers

files. Several types of files appear regularly. For each Congress, thereis afull committee reading file,
consisting of pink carbons of outgoing communications arranged al phabetically by the name of the
correspondent (total 48 ft.). For each Congress, there is also a subject correspondence file which consists
of the letters received and copies of the committee's responses arranged alphabetically by subject (145
ft.). The records of this committee contain a substantial collection of correspondence (24 ft.) regarding
individual case files of veterans. In most instances, this correspondence is segregated, but additional

case file correspondence may also be found in the general subject files or reading files of the committee.
Other individual case files may be among the records of the various investigations conducted by the staff
of the committee.

The committee papers also include collections (varying in degree of completeness) of the printed

bills and resolutions referred to the committee and the printed reports, hearings, and committee prints
produced by the committee. The committee produced an unusually large number of committee prints
during each Congress, averaging aimost 400 per Congress during the period under consideration.

These prints provide access to a wide range of information regarding the work of the committee and
other veterans organizations. The committee regularly printed the correspondence containing the
comments of the Veterans Administration on proposed legislation; a chart of the resolutions adopted

by the national conventions of the American Legion, American Veterans of World War 11, Disabled
American Veterans, Regular Veterans Association, and the Veterans of Foreign Wars; compilations

of lawsrelating to veterans and their families; an index to all hearings held by the committee during
each Congress; summaries of recent veterans legisation before Congress and recent changes in the laws
affecting veterans; the findings of studies done by the committee staff or other government agencies; and
correspondence received from the major veterans organizations. The committee also printed an index to
its committee prints for each Congress that is usually included among its printed material collection.
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Petitions and Memorials
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