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Summary Information

Repository Center for Legislative Archives, National Archives and Records

Administration

Title Records of the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce

Date [inclusive] 1969-1971

Extent Amount unknown

Language English
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Biographical/Historical note

The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce came into existence in 1892 when the name of
the Committee on Commerce was changed. During most of the 19th century, there had been some
inconsistency in the referral of certain customs-related matters. After 1895, however, the jurisdiction
over customs districts, ports of entry and delivery, the transportation of dutiable goods, and officers
and employees in the customs service passed to the Committee on Ways and Means. Similarly, for
many years after the establishment of the Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee in December
1887, the division of jurisdiction over various matters relating to water transportation between the new
committee and the Committee on Commerce (later, the Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee)
was inconsistently applied, but progressively more of these issues were referred to the Merchant Marine
Committee. After passage of the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946, the House rules defined
the jurisdiction of the Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee as follows: Interstate and foreign
commerce generally; regulation of interstate and foreign transportation, except transportation by water not
subject to the jurisdiction of the Interstate Commerce Commission; regulation of interstate and foreign
communications; civil aeronautics; weather bureau; interstate oil compacts; petroleum and natural gas,
except on the public lands; securities and exchanges; regulation of interstate transmission of power,
except the installation of connections between Government water power projects; railroad labor and
railroad retirement and unemployment, except revenue measures relating thereto; public health and
quarantine; inland waterways; the Bureau of Standards and the standardization of weights and measures
and the metric system.

Administrative Information

Publication Information

Center for Legislative Archives, National Archives and Records Administration

Conditions Governing Access note

The records are governed by Rule VII(3)b of the House Rules:

(b) (1) A record shall immediately be made available if it was previously made available for public use
by the House or a committee or a subcommittee. (2) An investigative record that contains personal data
relating to a specific living person (the disclosure of which would be an unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy), an administrative record relating to personnel, or a record relating to a hearing that was closed
under clause 2(g)(2) of rule XI shall be made available if it has been in existence for 50 years. (3) A
record for which a time, schedule, or condition for availability is specified by order of the House shall
be made available in accordance with that order. Except as otherwise provided by order of the House,
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a record of a committee for which a time, schedule, or condition for availability is specified by order of
the committee (entered during the Congress in which the record is made or acquired by the committee)
shall be made available in accordance with the order of the committee. (4) A record (other than a record
referred to in subparagraph (1), (2), or (3)) shall be made available if it has been in existence for 30 years.
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Collection Inventory

Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce 1969-1971 

Scope and Contents note

The records of the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce include legislative histories for the

full committee and subcommittees. There are extensive records of the Subcommittee on Oversight and

Investigations documenting the intercity rail passenger service study of 1969; the Pot Party investigation

into deceptive television programming practices in broadcasting a marijuana party at Northwestern

University; the documentary "Selling the Pentagon"; cable television; and "news staging." The executive

session transcripts from the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, 1958-1963, are filed with

committee papers for the 91st Congress. The main subjects discussed were television quiz shows,

"payola" and related deceptive methods in the broadcast field, and broadcast ratings. Later records of the

subcommittee include hearing files, case files, and other investigative records.


