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Summary Information

Repository Center for Legislative Archives, National Archives and Records

Administration

Title Records of the Committee on the Judiciary

Date [inclusive] 1969-1971

Extent Amount unknown

Language English
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Biographical/Historical note

The standing Committee on the Judiciary was established on June 3, 1813, to take into consideration
matters touching judicial proceedings. In 1880 the rule defining its jurisdiction was revised to read
"judicial proceedings, civil and criminal law," and this remained the formal definition of the jurisdiction
of the committee until the reorganization of Congress in 1946. Under the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1946 the specialized claims committees that were in existence at that time were abolished
and the claims that had been referred to them were to be referred to the Judiciary Committee or were
dealt with by the executive agencies or the courts. Under the 1946 reorganization the already broad
jurisdiction of the Judiciary Committee was expanded to include the subjects that had formerly been
referred to the Committees on Patents, Immigration and Naturalization, Revision of Laws, Claims, and
War Claims. In order to accommodate the broadened area of responsibility, the committee established
standing subcommittees with specialized jurisdictions to deal with the new subject areas. The committee's
jurisdiction includes judiciary and judicial proceedings, civil and criminal; administrative practice and
procedure; apportionment of Representatives; bankruptcy, mutiny, espionage, and counterfeiting; civil
liberties; constitutional amendments; criminal law enforcement; Federal courts and judges, and local
courts in the Territories and possessions; immigration policy and nonborder enforcement; interstate
compacts generally; claims against the United States; meetings of Congress; attendance of Members,
Delegates, and the Resident Commissioner; and their acceptance of incompatible offices; National
penitentiaries; patents, the Patent and Trademark Office, copyrights, and trademarks; Presidential
succession; protection of trade and commerce against unlawful restraints and monopolies; revision and
codification of the Statutes of the United States; state and territorial boundary lines; and subversive
activities affecting the internal security of the United States. The committee has oversight over the U.S.
Department of Justice and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.

Administrative Information

Publication Information

Center for Legislative Archives, National Archives and Records Administration

Conditions Governing Access note

The records are governed by Rule VII(3)b of the House Rules:

(b) (1) A record shall immediately be made available if it was previously made available for public use
by the House or a committee or a subcommittee. (2) An investigative record that contains personal data
relating to a specific living person (the disclosure of which would be an unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy), an administrative record relating to personnel, or a record relating to a hearing that was closed
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under clause 2(g)(2) of rule XI shall be made available if it has been in existence for 50 years. (3) A
record for which a time, schedule, or condition for availability is specified by order of the House shall
be made available in accordance with that order. Except as otherwise provided by order of the House,
a record of a committee for which a time, schedule, or condition for availability is specified by order of
the committee (entered during the Congress in which the record is made or acquired by the committee)
shall be made available in accordance with the order of the committee. (4) A record (other than a record
referred to in subparagraph (1), (2), or (3)) shall be made available if it has been in existence for 30 years.



Records of the Committee on the Judiciary  RG.233.91.JU

Committee on the Judiciary

- Page 6 -

Collection Inventory

Committee on the Judiciary 1969-1971 

Scope and Contents note

The records of the full Judiciary Committee are kept separate from those of the Judiciary Committee

subcommittees. Full committee records usually include bill files; transcripts of full committee and

subcommittee hearings; front office files, which include the administrative and financial records of the

committee; and general counsel files, which include the petitions and memorials, reports of committees,

and certain files relating to the duties of the chairperson. The subcommittees of the Judiciary

Committee each maintain at least one distinct series of permanently valuable records. The Immigration

Subcommittee maintains three such series: Private immigration bill files, general subcommittee

correspondence and subject files, and cases referred to the committee under sections 212(d) and 204

of the immigration statutes. The Subcommittee on Administrative Law and Governmental Relations

maintained a series of private claims files along with the general subcommittee file. The Subcommittees

on Courts, Civil Liberties and the Administration of Justice; on Crime; on Criminal Justice; and on

Monopolies and Commercial Law, each of which retired a single series of subcommittee files. The

Subcommittee on Civil and Constitutional Rights retired some rather large files on special subjects such

as the Voting Rights Act, Revenue Sharing, and Drug Abuse. The names and special jurisdictions of

the subcommittees changed over time, but the above is a general description of what the researcher will

find in the records of the 1970's and 1980's. A collection of subpoenas issued by the committee between

the 84th and 91st Congresses is filed with the 91st Congress committee papers. A legislative calendar is

available for the 91st Congress.


