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Summary Information
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Title Records of the Committee on Science and Astronautics
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Biographical/Historical note

The Committee on Science and Astronautics was authorized by H. Res. 580 on July 21, 1958, after the
Select Committee on Science and Astronautics was established on March 5, 1958, to study and investigate
"all aspects and problems relating to the exploration of outer space and the control, development, and
use of astronautical resources, personnel, equipment, and facilities." During its brief existence, the select
committee accomplished two objectives: it wrote the National Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958 which
established the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and it paved the way for the
creation of the Committee on Science and Astronautics. The Committee on Science and Astronautics
began its operations in January 1959. During the first decade its jurisdiction covered (a) Astronautical
research and development, including resources, personnel, equipment and facilities. (b) Bureau of
Standards, standardization of weights and measures and the metric system. (c) National Aeronautics
and Space Administration [NASA]. (d) National Aeronautics and Space Council. (e) National Science
Foundation [NSF]. (f) Outer space, including exploration and control thereof. (g) Science scholarships.
(h) Scientific research and development. Its primary initial mission was oversight of NASA and the
non-military space program. Over the years shifts in focus resulted in the committee changing its name
from the Committee on Science and Astronautics to the Committee on Science and Technology (94th
Congress) to the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology (99th Congress). Most recently, the name
changed to the Committee on Science (104th Congress); Science and Technology (110th Congress); and
Science, Space and Technology (112th Congress).

Administrative Information

Publication Information

Center for Legislative Archives, National Archives and Records Administration

Conditions Governing Access note

The records are governed by Rule VII(3)b of the House Rules:

(b) (1) A record shall immediately be made available if it was previously made available for public use
by the House or a committee or a subcommittee. (2) An investigative record that contains personal data
relating to a specific living person (the disclosure of which would be an unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy), an administrative record relating to personnel, or a record relating to a hearing that was closed
under clause 2(g)(2) of rule XI shall be made available if it has been in existence for 50 years. (3) A
record for which a time, schedule, or condition for availability is specified by order of the House shall
be made available in accordance with that order. Except as otherwise provided by order of the House,
a record of a committee for which a time, schedule, or condition for availability is specified by order of
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the committee (entered during the Congress in which the record is made or acquired by the committee)
shall be made available in accordance with the order of the committee. (4) A record (other than a record
referred to in subparagraph (1), (2), or (3)) shall be made available if it has been in existence for 30 years.
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Collection Inventory

Committee on Science and Astronautics 1969-1971 

Scope and Contents note

The records of the Committee on Science and Astronautics include minute books, docket books,

petitions, memorials, committee papers, bill files (legislative histories), minutes, executive

communications, and bound reports.


