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Summary Information

Repository Center for Legislative Archives, National Archives and Records

Administration

Title Records of the Committee on Standards of Official Conduct

Date [inclusive] 1967-1969

Extent Amount unknown

Language English
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Biographical/Historical note

Questions about official misconduct and the need for a source of reliable, accessible information led to
the creation of the Committee on Standards of Official Conduct in 1967. The committee is authorized
to enforce standards of conduct for members, officers and employees; to investigate alleged violations
of any law, rule or regulation; and to make recommendations to the House for further action. Under
House rules, the committee has the jurisdiction to administer travel, gift, financial disclosure, outside
income, and other regulations; advise members and staff; issue advisory opinions and investigate potential
ethics violations. The committee is also the only standing committee of the House whose membership is
evenly divided between each political party and includes five members of each party. Also, unlike other
committees, the day-to-day work of the Committee on Ethics is conducted by a staff that is nonpartisan by
rule. At the start of the 112th Congress, in 2011, the name was changed to the Committee on Ethics.

Administrative Information

Publication Information

Center for Legislative Archives, National Archives and Records Administration

Conditions Governing Access note

The records are governed by Rule VII(3)b of the House Rules:

(b) (1) A record shall immediately be made available if it was previously made available for public use
by the House or a committee or a subcommittee. (2) An investigative record that contains personal data
relating to a specific living person (the disclosure of which would be an unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy), an administrative record relating to personnel, or a record relating to a hearing that was closed
under clause 2(g)(2) of rule XI shall be made available if it has been in existence for 50 years. (3) A
record for which a time, schedule, or condition for availability is specified by order of the House shall
be made available in accordance with that order. Except as otherwise provided by order of the House,
a record of a committee for which a time, schedule, or condition for availability is specified by order of
the committee (entered during the Congress in which the record is made or acquired by the committee)
shall be made available in accordance with the order of the committee. (4) A record (other than a record
referred to in subparagraph (1), (2), or (3)) shall be made available if it has been in existence for 30 years.
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Collection Inventory

Committee on Standards of Official Conduct 1969-1971 

Scope and Contents note

The records of the Committee on Standards of Official Conduct document advisory opinions.


