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INTRODUCTION

Legiﬁimate claims of loyal citizens for stcres and supplies taken by the
Army and Navy during the Civil War were recognized by the Government. There
was only the question of the mode of settling these claims. The claims of
loyal citizens of the North were settled by an Act of July 4, 1864 (13 Stat
381). By thie law "all claims of loyal citizens, in States not in rebellicn,
for quartermasters' stores actually furnished to the Army" were presented to
the commissary and quartermaster departments and they were paid. There was
no such recourse available to loyal citizens of the South. Thus, men of the
South besieged Washington with claims for goods furnished to, or taken by,
the Federal forces during the fighting. With or without vouchers from army
officers or treasury agents, they presented their petitions to Congress, the
Treasury Department, the Secretary of War, the offices of the Quartermaster
and Commissary General, and the Court of Claims.!

Congress had recognized the claims of loyal citizens of the South since
the end of the Civil War. The problenm remaining was the mode of settling
these claims. The statements below illdstrate the problem involved. Senator
Garrett Davis of Kentucky, on consideration of H.R. 2816, a bill making appro-
priation for the support of the army for the year ending June 30, 1872, on
Yarch 3, 1871, said:

My honorable friendZ%enator Timothy 0. Howe of Wisconsig7
and mygelf have been engaged with other gentlemen for about six
long years in devising a mode by which the claims of loyal
men of the South for supplies taken by the Govermment should
be paid. We have in a great many instances adopted the old

rule of investigating each case by itself and made voluminous
reports to the Senate in favor of the payment of particular

lrrank w. Klingberg, "The Southern Claims Commission: A Postwar Agency
in Operation," The Mississippi Valley Historical Heview, Vol. XXXIT, No. 2,
(September, 1545), 195
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claims upon what we conceived to be very satisfactory
evidence. Those claims have not met with the favor of
the Senate.?
Senator Howe, commenting on the same bill, said:
I know that the Lommittee on Claims have been in travail
fer a great many years. We have tried all sorts of expedients;
we have reported individual claims here...; we have tried seveamal
general bills... The Committee on Claims have tried to find some
rieasure which would meet the approbaticn of the Senate; but we
failed; that is to say we failed in finding a measure which
would meet the approbaticn of all the Senators.>
On January 20, 1871, the Committee on Appropriations of the House of
lepresentatives reported H.li. 2816. The House passed it on February 18,
1871. 1In the Senate an amendment was inserted that would extend the
jurisdictionéof the Court of Claims over scuthern claims relating to stores
and supplies taken by the armed fcrces during the Civil War. In the con-
ference that followed among the conferees of both Houses of Congress, the
Conference “ommittee substituted the Senate amendment with one prcviding
for the appointment by the President of a board of three commssioners to
. . . 5
recelve, examine, and consider claims presented.’ H.E. 2816, including
this Conference Committee substitution or insertion, was apprecved on Farch
3, 1871. With the passage of this bill, the method of settling the southern
claims was finally found.
The Poard of Conmissioners(designated as Commissioners of Claims),
popularly known as the Southern Claims Commission, was created by this

Conference Committee insertion. It defines the Jurisdiction of the

Commission as follows:

%Congress;onal Globe, 4lst Cong., 3rd sess., Pt 3, (1870-71), 1971

2Tbig., 1971

4The Act of July 4, 1864 (1% Stat 381) took from the Court of Claims
Jurisdiction over claims relating to stores taken by the Army from citizens
cf the North,

This insertion was cf House origin according to statement nade by Sermator

Johdo¥. Thayer of Webraska, amember of the Senate conferees on consiceratdon
of H.E. 281€. Congressicnal (lobe, 4lst Cong., 3rd sess., (1370-71), 1872




.+. the Presicent of the United States shall be, and
he is hereby, authorized to nominate, and, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, appoint a hoard of com-
rissioners to be designated as commissioners of claims, to
consist of three commissioners, who shall be comrissioned
for two years, and whose duty it shall be tc receive, examine,
and consider the justice and validity of such clains as shall
be brought befcre them, of those citizens who remained loyal
adherents to the cause and the Goverrnment of the United States
during the war, for stores or supplies taken or furnished
during the rebellion fgr the use of the Army of the United
States in States proclimed as in insurrection apgainst the o
United “tates, including the use and loss of vessels or hoats
vwhile employed in the military service of the United States
(16 Stat 524). '

Ry an Act of May 11, 1872, the jurisdiction of the Com ion was
extended to"stores or supplies taken or furnished during the rehellion
for the use of the Navy of the United “tates," (17 Stat 97),

On ¥arch 8, 1871, President Urant nominated Judge Asa C. Aldis of Vermont,

¥-Senator James B. Howell of Iowa, and “x-Representative Orange Ferris of

New York as members of the Roard of Commissioners or Southern Claims Com-
mission. The Senate confirmed them on “arch 10, 1871,

The work of the Cowmission started immediately upon recé&iving their
commission and on taking their oaths of office. They appointed Charles

F. Renjamin as clerk, James L. Andam as shorthand reporter, and Thomas

Phipps as messenger. On March 20, 1871, they published a notice that

their sessions for examining claims and hearing the testimony of witnesses

were te begin on April 10, 1871 in Washingten. They also adopted a set

of twenty-one rules and regulations prescribing the form of petitions for

the allcwance of claims, the necessary averments, and oath of verifications.t
The Act of arch 3, 1871, did not allow the Cormirsioners of Claims to

go out of Washingten to examine claims or hesr testimony of witnesses; bhut

‘ EvFirst General Eeport of the Commissioners of Claims," House Miscellineous
Documents, No. 16, 42nd Cong., 2nd sess., (December 14, 1871), 1, 17-18
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the Act of May 11, 1872 authorized them to appoint special commissioners and
three agents to do this work for then in the rebellious States. According
tec the latter law the Comumissioners of ULlaims were authorized "to appoint
special:commigsioners tc take testimony..., to administer oaths and affirgi—
ations, and to take the depositions of witnesses.”" They were also authorized
"to appoint and emplcy agents, but not more than three at any time, whose
duty it shall be... to invéstig_ate claims, to procure evidence, to secure
the attendance cf witnesses on behalf of the government, and to examine the
same, and to cross-examine the witnesses procduced by claimants, and to
perforn such other duties as may bhe required of them by s2id commissione rs,
who may discharge them at any time." (17 Stat 37). The special commissicners
took the testimeony of claimants and witnesses on cases involving $3,000 or
less; the agents took testimony on cases involving J10,000 or less; and
beyond the last figure, testimony was taken by the Commissioners bf Vlzims
in ¥ashington.

To test the accuracy of all sworn staternent; all pertinent papers in the

/

handsof the Goverrment were marshalled. The records of the “ecretary of War
and the Quartcrﬁzuter and Commissary oi\"lcéj were consulted. JJBe archives

Mdm. %,mewww * Sentlony | war

ek, Were opened They o:mtamed "written contemporary

evidence of the position of thousands of persons in the service of, or having
dealings with, the confederacy.” They furnished predf for the rejecticn of
~
large amcunt of clains.’
The final date for filing petitions for the allowance of claims was set

for tarch 3, 1873. RBevond this date, all claims were "deemed barred,"

(17 Stat 577). On ¥Varch 3, 1873 a total of 22, 298 claims were filed.

~
! T

Second Ueneral Leport of the Commissioners of Claims", ibid., No. 12,
42nd long., 3rd sess., (Lecember 10, 1872),

.
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0f this nunber 16, 991 were either allowed or disallcwed, 5, 250 were

barred under the Act of June 15, 1878 (20 Stat 566)8, and 57'were withdrawn.i

The Act of March 3, 1871 required the Commissioners of “laims to "make
report of their procéedings, and of each claim considered by then, at the
commencement of each session of Congress, to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives™ {16 Stat 524). Pursuant to this provision of that law,
the Commission submitﬁed ten general reports, accompanied by the cases
considered, between December 11, 1871 (42nd Cong., 2nd sess.) and March 9,
1330 (46th Cong., 2nd sess.). The Commission either allowed the claims,
disallowed them, or barred them.

The ten general reportleof the Commissioners of Claims are bound with
the various volumes of House Miscellaneous VYocunents of Kecord Group 233,
Records of the House of Representatives. Record Group 56, General hecoris
of the ~epartment of the Trsasury, has the journals, general letters received,
letters received from and about special agents, and summary reports of the
Commission. Hecord Group 217, Recordé of the Ueneral Accounting Office,
has the cases that were allowed. |

The records described in this inventory are the claims that were dis-
allowed or barred by the Lommissicn. These records, like the ten general
reports of the Commissioners of Claims, are a part of Fecord Group 233.
They were included in the first transfer of louse records into the Hational
Archives in 1946 and constitute a-total wolume of approximately 30 cubic

feet.,

8The Act of June 15, 1878 "barred forever therzafter those claims in which
no evidence has been filed in the Office of the Commissioners of Claims ¢n or
beflore March 10, 1873." »

I"Tenth General Revort of the “ommissioners of Ulaims," House Miscellaneous
Locuments, 46th Cong., 2nd sess., (March 10, 1880), 2 o

10
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This inventory is organized according to the Congress during which each
general report of the Commission was submitted to the Sveaker of the House
of hepresentatives. This organization nermits the arrangement of the entries
chronologically,

The disallowed claims are filed numerically. FEach disallowed claim has
" fier)
2 file number or "office Mo." To find a case, use the printed copy of the

consolidated Index of Claims Itenorted by the Commissioners of Claims to the

. : . . aanll S a s
House of Hepresentatives from 1871 to 1380. This index arranges the names

of the clalmants alphabetically and the file number or "office no." of each’

is given. The barred cases are filed alphabetically and there should not

Ce

be any difficulty in servicing them.

o
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10mme ten general reports filed with RG 233 may'located as follows:

First General Report (HMisDoc 16, 42nd Cong, 2nd sess), 428-G5; Second Ceneral
Report (H¥isDoc 12, 42nd Cong, 3rd sess), 428-Gb; Third General Keport (HMisDoe
23, 43rd Cong, lst sess), 43A-G5); Fourth General Eeport (HiisDoc 18, 43rd Cong,
2nd sess), 43A-G6; Fifth General Report (HiMisDoc 30 % Pt 2, 44th Cong, 1st sess)
444-G3; Sixth General Report (HMisDoc 4y 44th Cong, 2nd sess), 44A-G4; Seventh
General keport (IIMisDoc 4, 45th Cong, 2nd sess), 45A-05;5 Eighth General Report
(HMisDoc €, 45th Cong, 3rd sess), 45A-06; Ninth General leport (HMisDoc 10,

46th Cong, 2nd sess), 468-G5; and Tenth General heport (WfisDoc 30, 46th Long,
2nd sess), 4EA-G5. '

Ll mis index was compiled under the suvervision of J. PE. dolloway, clerk to
prepare Digest of Llaims, and Walter H. French, file clerk of the House of
kepresentatives, It was published by the Government Printing Office in Vash-
ington in 1892.
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Forty-Second “ongress, 1871-73
RECORDS OF DLISALLOWEID CLAIMS SURMITTED TO CONGRESS, DECEVPEL 11, 1871, 2t
This series consists of disallowed claims submitted to Congress
together with the first general report of the Commissioners of Claims
on December 11, 1371. A typical case file contains the followine

r

cords: a filled-out form petition, giving information regarding the

(TJ
o

claimant himself, the value of each item listed, the circumstances
surrounding the purchase or seizure of the goods, etc.; an application
to have testimony taken by a special commissioner, if the smount of the
claim did not exceed ,2,000; deposition or testimony of claimants or
witnesses; summary report bv the Commissioners of Claims, giving the
reasons for dissllowance of each claim. Included are miséellaneous
papers relating to the claim, such as semoranda, catns, and other

‘evidential matters. Arranged by file number, 1 to 256.

EECORDS OF RISALLOWED CLAIMS SURMITTED TO COWGRESS, DECKMRIR 9, 1372, 7it

This series consists of disallowed claims submitted +o Congres

[52]

together with the second general report of the Commissioners of Clains
on December 9, 1872. The types of records are the same as in entry 1.

Arranged by file nmumber, 1 to 1147.
Forty-Third Congress, 1873-75

FECOEDS OF DISALLOYED CLATYS SURLTTED T CONCRLES, DEGEMPEE 8, 1873. 8t

-

This series consists of disallowed claims submitted to Congres
together with the third general report of the Commissioners of Claims

on December 3, 1273. The types of records are the same as in entry 1.

Arranged by file number, 1 to 1348.
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HECOLDE OF LISALLOWEL CLATMS SURIITTED TO CONGRESS, DECKIREL 14, 1874,
This series consizts of disallwoed claime submitted o Congress

together with the fourtn general report of the Commissioners of Claims

on December 14, 1874. The types of records are the same as in entry 1.

Arranged by file nuriber, 1 to 1132,

HECOFDS OT DISALLOWED CLAIMS SUBYITTFD TO COMNGRESS, TECHMREE 20, 187s5.
This'series censists of disallowed claims submitted to Congress =

together with the fifth general report of tne Commissioners of Claims

on December 20, 1875. The types of records are the same as in entry 1.

Arranged by file number, 1 to 754.

RECORDS OF LISALLOWED CLAIMS SURMITTFD TO CONGRESS, DLECEMBLE 4, 1876.
Tis series consists of disallowed claims submitted o Congress
together with the sixth general report of the Commissioners of “laims
on Yecember 4, 1876, 'The types of records are the sare as in entry 1.

Arranged by file number, 1 to 834.

Forty-Fifth Congress, 1877-79

RECORDS OF DISALLOWED CLADS SU™ITTED TO CONNEESS, DECFMRED 5, 1377.
This series consists of disallowed claime submitted to Uongress
together with the seventh general report of the “Yommissioners of Llaims
on December 5. 1877, The types of records are the same as in entry 1.

Arranged by file numder, 1 to 296,

6ft
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HECOFDS OF DISALLOWED CLAINMC SUPMITTED T0 OONGREES, DECHMREER 13, 1874, 71t

1Cs

This series consists of disallowed claims submitted to “ongress
together with the eiphth general report of the Commissioners of “lains
on December 13, 187%. The types of records are the same as in entry 1.

Arranged by file number, 1 to 280.

Forty-3ixth longress, 1879-81

RYCOEDS OF DISALLOWED CLAIMS SURMITTED TO CONGRESS, DECEMRER 16, 1879. 141t 9
This series consists of disallowed claims submitted to Congress

togetner with the ninth general report of tne Commissioners of L“laims

on December 16, 1879. The types of records are the same as in entry 1.

Arranged by file number, 1 to 1710.

ECOhLu OF DISALLOWED CLAIMS SURMITTED TO CONGRRSS, MARCH 9, 1880. 317t 10
This series consists of disallowed claims suhmitted to Congress
together with the tenth generai report of the Commissioners of 6laims
on March 9, 1880. The types of records are the saue as in entry 1.

Arranged by file numbher, 1 to 286,

RECORDS OF BARRED CLAIMS SURMITTED TO COWGFF FSS, MARCH 9, 1380. 10t 11
This series consists of barred claims under the Act of June 15, 1873
submitted to Congress together with the tenth reneral report of the
Commissioners of “laims on March 9, 1880. Fach file case contains only
Detition for the allowance of claims. Included are a number of related

pPapers in many of the cases. Arranged bv name of claimant.



