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The Select Connnittee of the House of l{epresentatives on Conscrv3.t:Lon 
of ':i:L1d-Life llesouI'<.:9s was constit,11ted )ursuant. to [-loLlse Ilesol.uti:m 237, 
13rd (;O!li~;rCSs, adopted b~r t!1e rIOHS:; on Jarlllary 29, 1934. House H.esolu
Hon 237, 73rd Congress, i:'1t.roduced b~T Representative ~,'i11ia'TI J. Dri ITer, 
,f Arl:ansas, provideJ in part as fo110\:8; 

Hesolved, 'l\llat a special CO!lLx:..ttee of 1.5 Represent
atives, to be COJllpossd of the Chai:IT.lan of the Com
mittee on Ar::ric:ul tLee, ChairmJ..'1 of the Committee or: 
l.Ierchant !.ia.r:L1e, R.adio, and F'ishcrie s, the 2 rto~.lse 
of Representatives members of the MiGratory Bird 
ConservatLon Commission, 7 l'.lembers of the House of 
~~epresentati V€s from. thA ma,jor'lty political party, 
and 4 Mem~ers of the I'Iouse of Representatives from 
the minority political party, to be appoint0,d by tile 
Speaker of the House, is authorized and directed (1) 
to investigate all matters pert"ainit'1g to the replace
ment and conservation of yfl.ld fL.'1iTPz1 life (inc1ilding 
aquatic and bird life) witrl a view to determning the 
most aypropri3.-t,e method of carr:;i;.'lg out such purposes; 
and (2) to I'e!)Ort to the House as 500"!'1 as practicable, 
but not later than January 3, 1935, the results of its 
investigatiom:;, to.:;et~18r 'with its recor,1ji1.8ndatiol1a for 
neces sary le Gis1a tiono 

On .Jaml:3.ry 30, 193)4, the Speaker of the House, acting in accorda::lce 
with the foregoin;c" resolutioYl, announced the appoint..ment of IVlessr::::. A. 
\'lil1is Robertson, of Vire;inia (chairman); Lindsay Co Harren, of North 
Carolim; Tom D. IJcKeov,n, of Oklahoma; Jacob L. :dllic;an, of California; 
?rank H. Buck, of California; 'i.illiam L:. l3erlin, of Pennsylvania; Albert 
C. lflllford, of I01';a; Albert :s. Carter, of California; Frank H. Foss, of 
Massachusetts; Charles D. lIliJ~ard, of New York; and George VI. Blanchard, 
of l,'dsconsin as mGT.1bers of the special cOl'm::li ttB8, to joi~ the other mem
bers desi[;nated in the resolution. There were subsequent changes in the 
!'lembership of the committee, but HepresentativG A. '"illis Robertson, of 
Virginia, served as chairman as lon!?' as ttle comr1ittee was in existence. 

The committee was empowered. to cont:L'1ue the investL:::ation begun i.."'l 
the Seventy-third Congress th:~ough six succeed:'ng Congresses by virtue 
o~ the following nouse resolut,ions: H. Res. hL., 74t!"l Congress; H. Hes. 
11, 75th Congress; H. Res. 65, 76th COfl~ress; H. Res. 49, 77th Congress; 
H. Res. 20, 78th Concress; H. 11e5 .. 75, 79th Con[~ress. In discharr-:e of 
the task cor:rmitted to it, the cOl:JJ!littee conducted extensive publ'ic 



hc\.rin,~s, recelvlnG test:iJnony from repreDentatives of l'ederal, state, 
a::-d private agencies concerned '.'iit~'1 wild lif'3 conservation and from other 
wj:n8sses. Tile c0Iflr.littee cor.IDlUnicated the findings and recormnendiltions 
derived from its investigation to the House oi' Representatives in a 
series of reports: House Report 1, 74th Con:Tess, 1st session; House 
Report 2, '15th Congress, 1st session; HOllse Heport 3112, 76th Congress, 
3:cl sessioD; House ?.eport 2746, 77th:=;ongress, 2nd session; and House 
Report 2097, 73th Congress, 2nd session. 

The scope and character of tile activItieS of ti.le COlIllnittee were 
described by its chairman as follows: 

"01.IT committee has ju:::-isdiction in an advisor:; and investigatory 
ca!,acity over all of the wildlife conGervation of the Federal agencies 
directly engaged in that work, which are the Fish and -.,ildlife Service" 
tlle National Park Service and U 0 s. F ores t Service (the Park Service 
adninistering about twenty-five million acres of land and the Forest Serv
ice one hundred and seventy-five million acres). vie likewise have juris
di1!tion over those incidentally ene:aged i..71 wi.ldlife conservation, such as 
the Soil Conservation Service, the Army and Navy, now big land ormers, the 
Redamation and Graz:L."1g Services, etc. The agencies dealinG directly in 
CO:lservation matters consult us ivith respect to all major policies. Th{~ 
oth.er agencies cooperate. "e Ylorked out a plan for full and helpful 
CO()j)6rat:ion not only between agencies dealine; directly in wildlife con
servation out bet,reen all the agencies of the Goverru~ent touching tPBt 
lield. 

ltV;e sponsored t::le Duck Stamp Act, 'which produces about one million 
doLlars a year for migratory waterfowl, and the tax on sporting guns and 
amlllunition that produces about three million d_ollars per year, to be used 
as grants-:in-aid to the States. There is now to thl3 credit of that trust 
lund about ten million dollars. [Je exercise constant supervision over 
t..'le way that fund is handled. 

111;11en the eee camps 'were organized, they first operated 'with little 
regard to Ylildlife conservation. Under ou:;:' direction it was turned into 
one 'jf the best conservation agencies we have ever had, building thousands 
of fine fishing ponds, improving the restocking thousands of miles of 
fishin: strea:::l1s, and handling its silvicultural operations both in regard_ 
to leaving a habitat and food for Wildlife as well as tue production of 
a commercial ti.rnber crop. The eee camps also had an active part i..1'l 
building and developi..'1g breed"n:~' and feGdinf refuges for migrator,{ birds 
in an area of some twelve million acres, which was a major contribution 
to the fact that we now hav-e about four times as many ducks and gee3e as 
we had before our eOl:unittee started its operations. 
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liThe fact that these conservation aeencies of the 00vernment must 
rE;lort each ;rear in detail to us on their operations, and, knowing tho3e 
rq)orts will be printed and distributed to the four corners of tile 
comtry keeps them on their toes and encourages them to tackle new jobs 
t<J which they can in su~h reports I point with pride I • Our reports go 
nct. only to all state game departments and organized conservation 
associations, but to many public libraries and the technical schools of 
rna/ly colleges. It is the only full and complete report of the conserva
tiDn work of the Government, ard in some schools our hearings are used 
as text books. 

11Another service, and of no mean proportions, rendered by our Com
mittee ••• was in forcing the U. 3. Forest Service to recognizt! the 
superior jurisdiction of th8 States where title to and the right to take 
wiLcUife was involved. Our committee is the forU1ll to which ~jtate game 
deDartments, conservation organizations and individual sportsmen come 
for the presentation of their views and the protection of their rights. 
lie were successful in y;orkinz out a cooperative agreement between the 
Gorernment a.'1d the States in the administration of National Forest areas 
tha.t has apparently been satisfactoI'"'",f to all concerned. And from the 
standpoint of the average sportsman, the most popular thing we have done . 
wa~ in urging the Fish and YJildlife SC1'V'ice to liberalize shooting regula
ti:>ns in reco;:::ni tion of the increased supply of game." 

The recards of the committee are divided into four gro'J.ps: Records 
of L1e Select Committee on Conservation of ':fild-life Resoul'ces, 73rd-
77t.h Congress,; Records of t.he Select Committee on Conservation of 'iJild
life Resources, 78th Congress,; Records of the Select Conuni ttee on Con
servation of VIild-life Resources, 79th Congress,; and Administrative 
Records of the Select Committee on Conservation of Wild-life Resources, 
73rd-79th Congress. 

'1'he first three groups contain records of similar types, such as 
records relating to House and Senate bills concerning wild-life conserva
tion or to the hearings conducted by tile committee,; and are differentiated 
by the Congresses to which they respectively relate. The other group 
consi3ts of the administrative records of the cormnittee. 

The records of the ~elect COIPJnittee on Conservation of '.;~lld-life 
Resources araou:'1t to approxilnately eleven cubic feet; and beinE; subject 
to orders of the House, cam'lot be made a V3.ilable to any person except by 
express permission of the rto'J.se of hepresentatives. 
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Records of the Select Committee on Conservation of 
Wild-life Resources, 73rd-77th Congress 

HOUSE AND SENATE BILLS RELATING TO WILD-LIFE CONSERVATION. Jan 0 1934-
Sept. 1942. 7 in. 1 
Prints of bills as introduced in the House of Representatives or 

Senate or reported out of their respective committees, proViding for 
legislation for the conservation of wild-life resources and concerning 
subjects such as the preservation of wild-life and migratory bird 
refuges, the protection of the American eagle from extinction, the 
conservation of fishery resources, and the acquisition of additional 
land for national parks. The bills are accompanied with related 
papers reflecting phases of their legislative history, comprising cor
respondence of the chairman With members of the House and Senate, the 
Bureau of Biological Survey, State conservation commiSSions, private 
organizations such as the American Wildlife InstituteD National Com
mittee on Wildlife Legislation, Izaak Walton League, More Game Birds 
:in America, Inc., and General Wildlife Federation, and citizens, con
cerning legislative proceedings on the bills, the opinion of Federal, 
State, and private agencies on the merits of the several bills, and 
the views of individual citizens thereon. Arranged by subject. 

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. July 1933-Dec. 19h2. 3 ft. 2 
This series of records consists of correspondence of the chair.man 

resulting from administering the affairs of the special committee and 
from dealing With questions of wild-life conservation with Citizens, 
State conservation commissions, agencies of the Federal Government, 
members of Congress, and private organizations such as the American 
Wildlife Institute, National Association of Audubon Societies, Izaak 
Walton League, and Mote Game Birds in America, Inc. The series 
includes correspondence With members of the Committee regarding the 
committee's agenda; With State conservation commissions respecting 
problems facing Federal and State conservation agencies; With Citizens, 
State conservation commissions, and private organizations regarding 
their requests for copies of the committee's published hearings and 
reports or respecting pending legislation in Congress connected with 
wild-life conservation; and with the Department of Agriculture and 
other Federal agencies regarding their activities in the interest of 
wild-life conservation, their opinions on the problems in that field, 
or the submission of infonnation to the committee bearing on its 
inquiry. Arranged alphabetically by the first two letters of the 
surname of the correspondent. 
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SUBJECT FILE. Mar. 1934-Sept. 1941. 7 in. 2-
This series consists of copies of publications of the Deparunent of 

Agriculture dealing With subjects connected with wild-life conserva
tion, such as the opening and closing dates of hunting seasons for 
migratory game birds, laws relating to the hunting of game birds and 
mammals, waterfowl flyways of North America, officials and organiza
tions concerned with wild-life protection, cooperative research in 
wild-life management, and acquisition of land by purchase, gift, or 
lease under the Migratory Bird Conservation Act of February 18, 1929. 
Included in the series are memoranda regarding the organization and 
activities of the Bureaus of Biological S~rvey and of Fisheries, 
Department of Agriculture; published House documents embodying annual 
reports of the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission, 75th, 76th, and 
77th Congress; and m:ilII.eographed copies of opinions of District Court 
judges in cr:iJninal and civil cases involving the Migratory Bird Treaty 
(39 Stat. 1702). Arranged by subject. 

4H& 
RECORDS RElATING TO THE HEARINGS OF THE COMMITTEE IN SEVENTY-SIXTH 

AND SEVENTY-sEVENTH CONGRESS. Jan. 194o-Dec. 1941. 1 ft. l! 
This series consists of correspondence with representatives of Fed

eral and State agencies concerned with the conservation of wild life 
resources, regarding the invitations of the committee to these corre
spondents to submit for inclusion in the transcript of the hearings 
statements on the progress of the conservation activities of their 
respective agencies and to furnish testimony in the hearings of the 
committee bearing on its inquiryo Included is correspondence of the 
committee clerk with individuals having furnished testimony for the 
committee, regarding the revieW and editing of the transcript of their 
testimony preparatory to the final printing thereof; memoranda of the 
committee staff listing the names of witnesses to be called to testifY 
and also topics to be discussed in the hearings; and volumes of the 
published hearings of the committee, 73rd-76th Congress. Arranged by 
subject. 

REPORTS OF THE COMMITTEE. Jan. 1935-Jan. 1941. 5 in. .2. 
This series consists of drafts of reports of the committee to the 

House of Representatives, plus related papers. The series comprises 
drafts of House Report 1, 74th Congress, 1st session; House Report 2, 
75th Congress, 1st session; House Report 3112, 76th Congress, 3rd 
session; and House Report 2746, 77th Congress, 2nd session; corre
spondence with Federal agencies concerned with wild-life conservation, 
submitting in response to requests of the committee information on 
their activities for inclusion in reports of the committee; and 
correspondence with State conservation commissions submitting, pursuant 
to requests of the Committee, their views on the conservation activ
ities of the Farm Security Administration and of the cce camps and 
comments on the work of the committee; and prints of some of the 
reports. Arranged alphabetically by report number. 



Records of the Select Committee on Conservation 

of Wild-life Resources, 78th Congress 

HOUSE AND SENATE BILLS RELATING TO WILD-LIFE CONSERVATION. Jan. 
1943-Dec. 1944. 2 in. 6 
Prints of bills as introduced in the House of Representatives or 

Senate or reported out of their respective Committees, providing £or 
legislation for the conservation of wild-life resources and concerning 
subjects such as the transfer of certain functions of the Fish and 
Wildlife Service to the Department of Agriculture, the construction 
of certain public works on rivers and harbors for flood control, the 
abolition of the Jackson Hole National Monument, the interstate 
transportation of black bass, the amendment of the Taylor Grazing 
Act to provide for greater participation by district advisory boards 
in the administration of the law, and the conservation of wild life 
on public lands and reservations of the United States. The bills are 
accompanied with correspondence of the chairman with Federal and State 
officials concerned with wild life conservation and with citizens and 
private organizations, regarding the merits of the various bills or 
legislative ,proceedings thereon. Arranged numerically by bill number. 

CORRESPONIENCE RELATING TO SHOTGUN AND RIFLE SHELLS FOR CIVILIAN USE. 
Sept. 1943-Dec. 1944. 1 in. 1 
This series comprises correspondence of the chairman with members 

of Congress, the War Production Board, State conservation commissions, 
and citizens regarding the propriety of relaxing the order of the 
War Production Board limiting the production of shotgun and rifle 
shells for civilian use. Without arrangement. 

RECORffi RELATING TO THE HEARINGS OF THE COMMITTEE IN THE SEVENTY-
EIGHTH CONGRESS. April 1944-Jan. 1945. 10 in. 8 
This series comprises correspondence with representatives of Fed

eral and State agencies concerned with the conservation of wild-life 
resources concerning the invitations of the committee to these cor
respondents to submit for inclusion in the transcript of the hearings 
of the cOlIllIlittee statements on the progress of the conservation 
activities of their respective agencies and to furnish testimony in 
the hearings of the committee bearing on its inquiry. Included are 
prints of the hearings held December 9-10, 1943, and November 17, 27, 
28, and 29, 1944. Without arrangemento 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE. April 1944-Jan. 1945. 2i in. .2 
Incomplete draft of House Report 2097, 78th Congress, 2nd session, 

together with related papers. The papers consist of correspondence of 
the chairman with certain Federal agencies regarding the submission 
to the committee, for inclusion in its report, of information con
cerning their wild-life conservation activities; and correspondence 
with nembers of the committee respecting the invitation of the chair-
man to submit recommendations for the preparation of the report. . 
Wi thout arrangement. 

Records of the Select Committee on Conservation 
of Wild-life Resources, 79th Congress 

HOUSE AND SENATE BILLS RELATING TO WILD-LIFE CONSERVATION. May 
1945-July 1946. li in. 
This series consists of prints of bills as introduced in the House 

of Representatives or Senate or reported out of their respective co~ 
mittees, providing for legislation for the conservation of wild-life 
resources and concerning subjects such as public shooting on national 
wild life refuges, Federal aid to States in fish restoration and 
management projects, the prevention of starvation and disease among 
waterfowl along their flyways, the use of live decoys in the taking 
of ducks, and the registration of firearms. Included are "slip laws" 
of Public Laws 533 and 732, 79th Congress. Arranged numerically by 
bill number. 

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. June 1937-Dec. 1946. 2 ft. 
This series of records consists of correspondence of the chairman 

resulting from administering the affairs of the committee and from 
dealing with questions of wild life conservation with citizens, mem
bers of Congress, and Federal, State, and private agencies concerned 
with wild life conservation. The series comprises records of the 
same description as comprehended in series title two. Interspersed 
in the series are records of the committee pertaining to prior 
Congresses. Arranged alphabetically by subject or by the first 
letter of the surname of the correspondent. 

RECORIS RELATING TO THE HEARINGS IN THE SEVENTY-NINTH CONGRESS. 
Mar. 1945-Oct. 1946. 7 in. 
This series comprises correspondence With representatives of Fed

eral agencies concerned with conservation of wild life resources 
respecting the invitations of the committee to these correspondents 
to submit for inclusion in the transcript of the hearings of the 
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committee statements on the progress of the conservation activities 
of their respective agencies and to furnish relevant testimony in 
the hearings of the committee. Included are prints of the hearings 
held June 19-20, 1945. Without arrangement. 

Administrative Records of the Select Committee on Conservation 

of Wild-life Resources, 73rd-79th Congress 

AWINISTRATIVE RECORDS. Feb. 1934-Mar. 1946. 8 in. ~ 
The administrative records of the committee comprise its minutes, 

describing the proceedings in meetings of the members thereof; prints 
of House resolutions, accompanied with related correspondence with 
members of Congress, authorizing the continuation of the work of the 
committee during the 74th and succeeding Congresses; copies of 
speeches of the cha:irman on wild-life conservation; clippings from 
unbound copies of the Congressional Record recording debates and 
proceedings in the House concerning the committee; and correspondence 
from citizens requesting copies of the published hearings and reports 
of the committee. Arranged by subject. 
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