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Hon. J61m. A. T. Hul 1, 

Desrno inei:;, Iowa. 

Dee.r Sir: 

I send youj in this mail and under S.eparate cov3r, a 

printed copy of the Brief I have prepared in my- case under Bq 1, 

H. R.. 9849, · which was so kindly intro(lucea. in the House for me by 

th~on. llichael Griffin, at the last session of Congress. 
,... 

In May la.st I submit t ed to you and to the members of the 
\ 

Sub-Conuni ttee a tYJ.>e...:wri tten copy of a Brief I had hastpy prepar-

ed in Washington. l have carefully rowri tten and revised that 

Brief and now send you a copy for your perusal and consideration • 

. In coming to Congress with rv case, . I do so because '.. · 

there is no .individual or other tribunal to which I can .go, no of-

ficial or other official body with power to review the case and 

' grant or refuse nw petition. In coming to you, to the Committe e 

and to Congress, I do not ask that aught be done for me from mo-

tives of mere sympathy and yet I cannot help· .feeling that all o:f 

us can R.Tld do sympathize with. those who have been wronged. · I am 

sure that, 5after reading my Brief through, JrOU will understand and 

appre.ciate the struggle I made to rise above the station to which 

I wa.~ born, h.Ow I won my way through West Point and how I made as 

honorable a. record in the A:rm.y as any officer in it, in spite of 
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the isolation, lack of social association, ostracism and what not 

to whi oh I was subjected by the great maj orlty of my brother ~f'-

ficers. You wil l recognize also the almost barbarous treatment 

to which I was 'subjected at the time I was accused and tried.; 

It will not be possible, I apprehend, for you or any 

member of the Commit t ee to wade through the 1000 or more pages of 

the record, nor is it necess ary, but, if' you should do so, you 

will readily be convinced that the orimo of 'being a Negro was, in 

my case, f'ar more heinous than deceivi~he commanding officer. 
( 

:My utter helplessness a.~d oonviotiori then arose from 

that cause and without the generous assistanc.e. of yourself and 
l 

the ot~er gentlemen o:r the Committee, in Comm.It tee and on the 

floor of the House,' I .shall be equally he,lpless now. 

I believe J:!zy' case is ~ strong one as well as a meri'to-

riou.s· one and one ,that wi 11 cor.timend itself to yo-u ·,for · approval 
z. 

and. wi 11 enlist your sympathy and support. 

I ask nothing because I am a N'egro, ~yet . that f'act must 

press itsel~ upon your consideration as a strong mot i ve f'or the 
. ~ 

/ 
I 
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wron~one me as wel 1 ·as a powerful reason for right i ng t~t' wrong . , 

I ask only what Congress has seen fit to grant to others 

similarly situated. I ask only that justice .which every .American 
.J 

citizen has the right to ask and which Congress · alone has the pow
' 

er to grant. 

In my Brief l offer f'or ycrnr consideration two cases, 
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one occtirring before my trial and of which I should have had the 

be.nefi t as a J?.recedent, and the other occurring aft.er my trial. 

They will show how white officers of long years of experience and 
i 

of high rank have been treated for the same offense as that for 

which I was tried anQ. dismissed.. I also present six precedents 
( , 

in which Congress has granted to dismissed of:ficers precisely 

what I am asking. 
I 
I do not believe Congress ever had before it a case as 

deserving of favorable ·. action as my case, and for that reason I 

. do not hesitate to appeal to you and to ask you to champion it for 

me and to see that both the . Committee and the House take speedy 

and favorable action and pass the bill just as Mr. Griffin intro-

duced it without amendment of any character. You.will have my 

gratitude and that of cmy entire race, as well as the satisfaction 

· of having rightea. a · great wrong done to a member of a ha.rm.less 

but des~ised an.a friendless race. 

Relying upon you~as I do, I have the honor to be, 

Very truly yours, 


