
~o tbe ~onocable tbe 11PoutJe of 1l\.epcumtatilJetJ of tbe mtnitelJ ~ttJtetJ. ·-
The undersigned & .. ~ of ..g,.__ /~in the Commonwealth of Massa- · 

chusetts, have learned with astonishment and alarm, that your honorable body did, on the 
21st of D ecember last, adopt a resolution in the words following, to wit: 

' Re:.olvetl, That all mPmnrial~, petitions, and papers, touching the nholition or sJa,•rry, or the hu)1ing, selling, or tr;lOS

fer of :;hnes 111 illl)' d1a1e. territory, or di~trict of the United Statt'~, ~hall he~: 1<l un the table, without tt!ttd-ini;; Qll 11'111 

~or JHitH".1g ·wd '"''' nrrfnrther ·1Glis11 c;h.ttc ·er wl11:tll be hutJ. Lhwret 11, ' ' ~ ~ rz_e_~ 
en-- ~...,d,,'f-~'h-<J ~ ~~ tJ/..-.L.li-~ ~~~ 

1 f Your memorialists 'consider this resolution a violation of the Constitution'oltfle United 
States-of the right of the people of the United State3 to petition-and of the right of 
their Representatives to freedom of speech as members of your honorable body: ' They 
furthn regard it as an assumption of authority, at once dangerous and rl estructive to the 
fundamental principles of republican government, to the rights of minori1ies, to the sover
eignty of the People, and TO THE UNION OF THESE UNITED STATES: They 
therefore present this their solemn and earnest remonstrance against said resolution, and re
spectfully ask your honorable body to IMMEDIATELY RESCJ!\JD IT. 
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