Stetp-fowrtly Congress of the Wnited States of Americn;
At the Second Session,

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the fourth day of December,
one thousand nine hundred and sixteen.

AN ACT

To provide a civil government for Porto Rico, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the provisions of this Act shall
apply to the island of Porto Rico and to the adjacent islands belonging to the
United States, and waters of those islands; and the name Porto Rico as used
in this Act shall be held to include not only the island of that name but all the
adjacent islands as aforesaid.

BILL OF RIGHTS.

Suc. 2. That no law shall be enacted in Porto Rico which shall deprive
any person of life, liberty, or property without due process of law, or deny to
any person therein the equal protection of the laws.

That in all eriminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy the right to have
the assistance of counsel for his defense, to be informed of the nature and cause
of the accusation, to have a copy thereof, to have a speedy and public trial, to
be confronted with the witnesses against him, and to have compulsory process
for obtaining witnesses in his favor.

That no person shall be held to answer for a eriminal offense without due
process of law ; and no person for the same offense shall be twice put in jeopardy
of punishment, nor shall be compelled in any eriminal case to be a witness against
himself.

That all persons shall befoie conviction be bailable by sufficient sureties,
except for capital offenses when the proof is evident or the presumption great.




