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r: the Senate 'and House of Representatives of the United States: \ 

The undm;~~;t, of&.,,/tJ..~ ~ ~~~~~e of 
' ' ' .. . '. ............................... , respectfull~, but most earnestly memorialize your honor.able 

bodies in behalf of the ommercial aud agricultural interests of the entire Mississippi River Valley. ' 
We respectfully represent that the Mississippi River is a great National river, that should always run 

"Un vexed to the sea." The government owns it, and its ani1.ual flood-waters that devastate the lower river 
valley, come from the territory of other states, and every principle of justice demands that the National Gov
ernment should control these floods ; and in doing so navigation will be greatly improved and made more easy 
and safe, and 40,000 square miles of the richest alluvial soil in America saved to agriculture. 

We further represent that the improvement and control of this river is urgently demanded by the 
agricultural interests of all the great Mississippi Valley as the most potent factor in controlling the freight 
rates on our trunk-line railroads. To illustrate this: the average freight rate on wheat in bulk for ten years, 
from St. Louis by river to New Orleans, was 6 9- ro cents per 100 pounds; and the average rate by rail from 
SL I,ouis to New York was 33 2-ro cents per 100 pounds. In the last forty years the government has giYen 
t? private corporations for railroads, in money and lands, not less than $500,000,000; and to the I\Iississippi 
nver from 1789 nntil now only $30,000,000; and to the Mississippi river and its forty-four navigable tributa
ries, with 16,200 miles of navigable \Vaters, since 1789 to this date, less than $60,000,000. 

In view of these facts your memorialists would respectfully represent the great injustice that has been 
done to all those interested in these great waterways, and that we now demand that equal justice be meted out 
to us; and towards that end we earnestly ask that the Bill now pending, appropriating $91000,000 to 
"Levee the Mississippi River from Cairo to the Gulf, to give easier and cheaper navigation and prevent ruinous 
floods," be passed by your h onorable bo<lies. 

~Al\IES. KA:MES. 
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